[Pulmonary tuberculosis in compromised hosts in pathological view--the present state of mycobacterial disease in autopsy cases in two university hospital].
To clarify the present state of mycobacterial disease in autopsy cases, we reviewed the case records and autopsy data of 3848 cases who died in Kyushu University Hospital between 1976 and 1990, and 1193 cases died in University of Occupational and Environmental Health between 1981 and 1990. The incidence of mycobacterial disease has significantly decreased during the period examined, and that of active disease was about 1% between 1986 and 1990. Significantly more cases of fatal mycobacteriosis were received with corticosteroid than those of active but not fatal mycobacteriosis. Antemortem diagnosis of mycobacteriosis was made in 25.9% and 20% of fatal cases in each University Hospital. The possibility of mycobacteriosis was not suspected at all in some cases of fatal mycobacteriosis. Regardless of the suspicion of mycobacterial disease, the diagnosis was not made in other fatal cases, because of the negative bacteriology.